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“Angel’s Corner”

Angel celebrated her first birthday on
March 15. She completed obedience
school at the Humane Society a few
weeks ago. Although she can't tell you
so, she loves all the hugs and kisses sh¢
gets when she sits waiting for her Dad ir
the golf car outside the bank or post of-
fice or computer store.

Julie Benningfield's...

Tidbits and Gigabits

“Tales, tips and trivia to brighten your day ..."

Postage to Increase May 11, 2009

On May 11 the price for a 1-ounce First-Class M&mp will increase from 42¢ to
44¢. Prices for other mailing services includingd@aPost and Extra Services, will also
change.

To ease the transition in postage prices, Foretaan® can be purchased at the 42 cent
rate and used after the rate increase for firsisgistage. Forever Stamps are honored
whenever they are used with no need for additippatage for a once-ounce letter. On
May 11, 2009, the price of a Forever Stamp wilfrgase to 44 cents.

First-Class Mail First-Class International Mail
Letters, large envelopes, and parcels under 13asurjc
Now May 11 Letters & postcardy Now May 11
Letters — 1st ounce $0.42 $0.44 Canada $0.72 $0.75
Large envelopes — 1st oun| $0.83 $0.88 EED HILT2 BT
Parcels — first ounce $1.17 $1.22 Other countries $0.94 $0.98
Additional ounces $0.17 $0.17 Priority and Express Mail rates will

Post Office Summer Hours Begin May 26

We have heard the grim forecasts in the news afuirageous number of small busi-
nesses which are expected to close in 2009. Wetavamform our loyal SaddleBrooke
residents that we do not plan to be among the t&sia

However, we do have to face the reality that bissirsows down considerably in the
summer months. Snowbirds and winter visitors le&uétime residents take vacations,
and card sending holidays come to a screechingfialt Father's Day.

In order to streamline our costs to accommodatedoeease in population, we have de-
cided to close at 2:00 on weekdays between Maynd6September 26. Regular business
hours of 8:30-5:00 will resume on September 28 Will continue to be open on Satur-
days from 9:00 to 1:00 throughout the summer.

No worries, 5:00 pickup remains

We observed in previous summers that many of ostoouers came in to drop off letters
in the latter part of the afternoon and we stilhivlnem to be able to do that until 5:00.
We have been authorized by the Post Office to lirst@ail slot in the front of the build-
ing and we expect it to be complete before May @6stomers will be able to mail let-
ters between 2:00 and 5:00 weekdays during the suranmd they will be picked up that
same day. Our Express Mail pickup will still be2a@0, just as it is now.

We would like to thank everyone for their undersliag regarding this decision. Most
customers we have told about it have been veryipesind supportive. Many of us re-
member the months when SaddleBrooke did not h&@saOffice, and we want to
make sure we don’t have a repeat of that.



Odds and Ends

Customer: May | try on that dress in the
window, please?

Clerk: No, ma'am. You'll have to use the
fitting room like everyone else.

Don't ignore the panhandler who asks
you for a dime for a cup of coffee. Give it
to him. Then follow him and find out
where they still sell coffee for a dime.

A guy in a restaurant says to the wait-
ress "l want a cup of coffee without
cream." The waitress comes back a few
minutes later and says "I'm sorry, but
we're all out of cream. Would you mind
taking your coffee without milk?"

Just remember: when you go to court,
you are trusting your fate to twelve peo-
ple that weren't smart enough to get out
of jury duty!

Before they invented drawing boards,
what did they go back to?

If the black box flight recorder is never
damaged during a plane crash, why isn't
the whole airplane made out of the stuff?

Teacher: "Give me a sentence starting
with the letter 'I"".

Pupil: "l is-"

Teacher: "No, you must always say 'l
am"."

Pupil: "Okay, 'l am the ninth letter of the

alphabet'.

| halve a spelling checker, It came with
my pea see. It plainly marks four my re-
vue Mistakes | dew knot sea. I've scent
this massage threw it, And I'm shore
your pleased too no Its letter prefect in
every weigh; My checker tolled me sew.

"How do you send text messages?”

Spelling Woes

Emily Sue passed away and Billy-Bob called 911. Ih# Operator told Billy-Bob
that she would send someone out right away.

"Where do you live?" asked the operator.
Billy-Bob replied, "At the end of Eucalyptus Drive.
The operator asked, "Can you spell that for me?"

There was a long pause and finally Billy-Bob sékdow ‘bout if | drag her over to
Oak Street and you pick her up there?"

Intelligence Tests

Divide 30 by half and add 10. What is the answer?
70

Some months have 31 days; how many have 28?
All of them - all months have (at least) 28 days.

Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?
At the bottom of the document.

How many books can you put on an empty shelf?
One. After that it isn't empty.

How can you drop and egg six feet without it bregRi
By dropping it seven feet - it won't break for fivet six.

I have two US coins totaling 55 cents. One is noiciel. What are the coins?
a fifty cent piece, and a nickel (one is not a alckut the other one is).

Two men play five games of checkers. Each man thiesame number of games.
There are not ties. Explain this.
They are not playing each other.

And last but not least...
Why can’t a postal employee ever answer the qugstidow much is insurance?”
Because this is the answer:*

Amount for Merchandise Price

Insurance Coverage Desired

$0.01 to $50 $1.75
$50.01 to $100 $2.25
$100.01 to $200 $2.75
$200.01 to $300 $4.70

$300.01 to $5,000 $4.70 plus $1.00 for each addi-

tional $100 in coverage

That's why we answer a question with a question.owhinuch did you want to in-
sure it for?

*These are the new insurance rates effective MayQQ@9



The 13 Ounce Mail Rule

A new Postal Service rule went into effect la
summer for packages and envelopes that
weigh more than 13 ounces, if they’re being
mailed with only stamps as postage at a loc
tion other than a Post Office retall service
counter.

Now, items weighing more than 13 ounces
must be presented for mailing to an employs
at a Post Office retail service counter.

Customers will notice new decals on USPS
collection boxes, and our Post Office malil
drop slots. The new red, white and blue dec
inform customers that deposit of stamped
mail over 13 ounces is prohibited, and any
such mail will be returned and possibly
opened.

Previously, the prohibition applied to mal
over 16 ounces. The change is part of ongo|
security measures established by the Po
Service, in cooperation with other gover
ment agencies to keep the public, customs
employees and the U.S. Mail safe.

About USPS

Sometimes we moan and groan about the
postal service for one reason or another, bt
the statistics about it are kind of amazing.
The U.S. Postal Service is an independent
federal agency and is the only delivery ser-
vice that visits every address in the nation,
146 million homes and businesses, six day
week.

It has 37,000 retail locations and relies on t
sale of postage, products and services to p
for operating expenses, not tax dollarhe
Postal Service delivers nearly half the
world’s mail.

2009 Postal Holidays

When, more than likely we will be
closed and there will be no mail deliv-
ery.

Mon, May 25  Memorial Day

Sat, July 4 Independence
Day

Mon, Sept 7 Labor Day

Mon, Oct 12  Columbus Day

Wed, Nov 11  Veterans Day

Thu, Nov 26  Thanksgiving Day

Fri, Dec 25 Christmas Day

Kids!

A mother was teaching her three year old daughterldord's Prayer. For several
Stevenings at bedtime, she repeated it after hereno@ne night she said she was
ready to solo. The mother listened with pride,lesarefully said each word right
up to the end..."And lead us not into temptaticfie prayed, "but deliver us some e-
A= mail, Amen."

A woman got on a bus with seven children.

The bus driver asked: ‘Are these all yours lady®s@@ra picnic?'

‘They're all mine,' she replied. 'And it's no pahi

e

A little boy, at a wedding looks at his mom andssayommy, why does the bride
wear white?"

His mom replies, "The bride is in white becausésshappy and this is the happiest
day of her life."

AlsThe boys thinks about this, and then says, "Welhtiwhy is the groom wearing
black..."

Ten Dollars

| Fred and his wife Edna went to the state fair eyey. Every year Fred would say,
n "Edna, I'd like to ride in that there airplane."dhavery year Edna would say, "I
Lt know Fred, but that airplane ride costs ten daollansl ten dollars is ten dollars."

L
r One year Fred and Edna went to the fair and Frield '$8dna, I'm 71 years old. If |
don't ride that airplane this year | may neveragaither chance." Edna replied,

"Fred that there airplane ride costs ten dollamd, tan dollars is ten dollars."

The pilot overheard them and said, "Folks, I'll maou a deal. I'll take you both up
for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entirderiand not say one word, | won't
charge you, but if you say one word it's ten dsllar

—

Fred and Edna agree and up they go. The pilot @lb&Bds of twists and turns,
rolls and dives, but not a word is heard. He ddidsistricks over again, but still not
a word.

5 al'hey land and the pilot turns to Fred, "By gollglidl everything | could think of to
get you to yell out, but you didn't."

heFred replied, "Well, | was going to say somethirfiew Edna fell out of the plane,
hybut ten dollars is ten dollars.”

Know the Signs

There was a car driving very slowly down the highwa State Trooper pulls it over.
"What have | done wrong, officer?" the driver asks.

"You are going 26mph on a major highway. Therelsnaagainst that," the officer
says to the driver. "You must go at least 50mph."

"But when | turned on the highway, the sign saidl' 26e driver exclaims.

"The officer replies, "That is because this is tstate 26! The 26 isn't the speed
limit!"

The driver leans back in the car seat and the &ospes a woman sitting in the pas-
senger seat. She looks as pale as a ghost.

"What happened to her?" the officer asks.

"I don't know, but she has been that way ever sivegot off of Interstate 160."



They Never Got My Package!

| doesn’t happen too often, but this has to bentbst frustrating comment we ever hear. We caratell
customer to wait a while longer for it to arrivetbat it might be returned to them eventually, thig is
rarely a comforting answer. While it is possitilevas mangled by a sorting machine or stolen frioen t
recipient’s front porch, but the plain truth is thee just don’t know.

The one question we never ask, is, “Are you sueeptitkage was addressed correctly?” We do not
intend to imply that the disappearance of the pgekaas, in any way, the customer’s responsibility.
However, there are some guidelines a sender clowfthat can increase the chances the package will
arrive at its destination in a timely manner.

Make sure the address is correct. This may sadimilous, but people do move and zip codes chawen addressing the package,
print the delivery address clearly parallel to litvegest sidevith a pen or permanent marker so the addresgiklé from an arm’s
length away. Do not use commas or periods. lattdress also has a directional (for instance, “N@Y'Northwest), be sure to use it.
There may be more than one Main Street. The coagttment or suite number helps to ensure deliwetlye right location. Use a
Post Office box or street address, but not both.

Placing clear tape over the address will proteitbim moisture. The correct spelling of the gigme and the zip + 4 code helps direct
your mail more efficiently and accurately. It isalable on usps.com or by calling 1-800-ASK-USHf{(s 1-800-275-8777). The
zip code should be the last thing printed on thdress. Even if the destination is overseas, whitgeaddress in English.

Make sure your return address is legible and placetthe front of the package in the upper left hemcher. Use address labels if you
have them. Given the size of postage meter sdnpsspecial services labels, the return addresgetazovered up if it is hand written

or very large, especially on a small parcel. B good idea to carry a few return address labejsir wallet in case you need one at the
Post Office. If you are going to add insurancéelivery confirmation, make sure there is roorthattop of the package between the
return address and the left hand edge of our rs&ierto place the appropriate special servicesllablabels.

Thank you for your comments

We very much appreciate your comments.
Many gave us a warm fuzzy feeling for
simply being here and others provided us
with some really good ideas to improve our
service.

There were a few areas where we have lit-

! O)* + tle control, and we don’t want you to think
( -( ( we are ignoring them.
/0 First, the mailbox in the parking lot. We
12 3 I are very much aware that it is on the wrong
(), -4%5 445+ side of the road and very awkward to use.
* ( " ( It is not a subject over which we have any
( influence whatsoever, and from what we
; hear, its location and configuration are not
# ( . ?32 :g( ( likely to change.
6 o 7 Next, getting a third counter set up is di-

rectly related to the income we make in
postage sales. We are working hard and
doing all we can to increase revenue. Still

it is the decision of USPS and it looks like
they are trimming expenses at the moment.

|74 B e
As for not purchasing anything from

' " #ml! China, the gifts would be a bit sparse, but
I'll keep looking. One great thing is that a

. "# 1 $ %" $%% large percentage of our greeting cards are
Www.tlgerdata.com I $%%"&$%% made in the USA.




